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Overall, for a guitar of his price e 
electronics were good and compared 
favourably to other makes in the same 
price category. I hope, though, that 
something will be done to remove the 
microphonic characteristics of the 
pickups fitted. 

Hardware 

Apart from the volume and tone controls 
and switches, all other hardware on the 
Daion Mark XX was made of heavy-duty 
brass. The bridge had side lock screws 
which kept the saddles in place. 

Although incorrectly angled, the heavy­
duty saddles could be tilted to suit the 
neck because,0f the two threaded 
screws placed in front. This is the same 
principle as a 'Strat' bridge and, 
because of their ability to be adjusted to 
the contour of the fretboard, they are a 
good design feature in any guitar. 

The adjustment of the harmonics 
wasn't a problem but was necessary in 
this case as three of the six strings were 
incorrectly set. The bridge mounting 
itself was also made from heavy-duty 
brass, but there were imperfections 
(though only slight) in the plating 
between the saddles and the edge of the 
bridge. 

Four plated screws held the bridge 
onto the top of the body. If the· bridge 
had been positioned a couple of 
centimetres further towards the neck of 
the guitar, restringing the instrument 
would have been easier. As it was on the 
guitar reviewed the first and second 
strings were difficult to thread through 
the string holes - the holes and their 
respective saddles didn't line up 
properly. 

An engraved brass plate covers the 
end of the truss rod on the head stock 
and can be easily removed for any 
necesary adjustments. End pins are 
brass, in keeping with the overall look of 
the guitar, as are the eyelets in the string 
holes on the reverse side of the body. 
Both end pins and eyelets were finished 
satisfactorily. 

The tone and volume knobs were grey 
brushed aluminium, and while they 
looked passable I would have preferred 
brass with some form of rough fi'nish. 
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Accessories 

e' aion Po er Series' Mark XX 
comes complete with case and a packet 
of alien keys for the bridge and truss 
rods. The case looked similar to old 'Les 
Paul' cases before the advent of the 
moulded plastic cases that never seem 
to stay shut. This case closed with no 
less than five clips, the centre one being 
lockable. However, the guitar seemed to 
slip around inside the case and a more 
generous layer of padding would have 
prevented this. However, this was a 
minor fault in a case that was generally 
well presented. 

Conclusion 

When reviewing any guitar it is 
important to remember the difference 
between manufacturing mistakes which 
may or may not appear on other 
individual instruments, and design 
problems which would occur in all. The 
problems with body finish, fret and nut 
seating, the misaligned bridge plate and 
the other manufacturing defects 
mentioned were not unusual for a guitar 
of the price, but still should not increase 
the cost of the guitar if they were 
rectified before the instrument left the 
factory. 

As for the design problems, I 
personally would not mind paying a little 
extra money for a set of pickups that 
had been waxed dipped to eliminate the 
microphonics. A thinner, profiled neck, 
rather than the overly 'meaty' one that 
was on the review instrument would also 
be my preference. 

I think Daion would have an excellent 
'value for money' guitar if they modified 
both n�ck and pickup design, and 
certainly then the Mark XX could be 
favourably considered for a second 
guitar, or even a 'main-axe'. 

The 'Daion Power Series' range, 
including the Mark XX (which retails for 
$598), is available through Central 
Musical Instruments Pty Ltd, 568b 
Chapel St, South Yarra Vic. (03) 
241-7446. � 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Scale length 

Fingerboard width at nut 
at 12th fret 

Depth of neck at nut 
at 12th fret 

String spacing at nut 
at bridge 

Action as supplied treble at nut 

at 12th fret 

bass at nut 
at 12th fret 

630 mm 

43mm 
51 mm 

2 3mm 
26mm 

7.5mm 
10.5mm 

0.5mm 
1.5mm 

1.5mm 
2.5mm 

Fret wire height 
width 

1.5 mm to 2.3 mm (unseated) 
2.5mm 

Body measurements: overall length 980 mm 
max. width 335 mm 
thickness at heel 50 mm 

Absolute copyright in this review and 
accompanying measurements is owned 
by SONICS. Under no circumstances 
may any review or part thereof be 

" reprinted or incorporated in any reprint or 
used in any advertising or promotion 
without the express written agreement of 
the Managing Ffditor. 
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