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Washburn Stage Series 

GEORGE WASHBURN was a guitar 
maker and luthier in Chicago around the 
late nineteenth century. His first fully­
handcrafted designs rolled off the work 
bench over a century ago and into the 
arms of guitarists, banjo pickers and 
mandolin players all over the USA. 
George did good. Washburn was! 

In these latter days, a couple of enter­
prising musicians/business partners took 
over and expanded the Washburn 
eompany, seeking a fusion of the tra­
ditional craft with the realities and 
practicalities of late twentieth century 
technology and artistic demand. They 
also acquired George Washburn - (or at 
least the use of his name) for their new 
generation product. Despite 100 years of 
manufacture in the USA, Washburn is 
little known in Australia and must fight like 
any newcomer to find a place in the shops 
and to earn the nodding, comfortable 
acceptance of the profession/loose fra­
ternity of Australian musicians. There's 
already been a sigAificant degree of

Washburn acceptance over the last 
couple of years- since the striking de­
sign of the electric solid body Wing Series 
first showed its new shape on the local 
scene. 
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Though the product is fully manufac­
tured and assembled in Japan (while 
being designed in the USA where the final 
quality control and setting up also takes 
place), Washburn guitars have rapidly 
bitten their own slice of the retail market 












